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Washington Street Parklet
Flood Home to Community Garden
On the fourth anniversary of the devastating flooding of Hurricane
Ivan on September 17th, the Borough Council rolled up their sleeves
and built the Washington Street Parklet.  The site is located directly
behind the Borough Building on a site of a former flood-damaged
home.

The Washington Street Parklet / Garden has amenities including seven
trees, landscaping, split rail fencing, benches, a picnic table and a
center flower garden.  This parklet / garden gives a communal use to
this piece of Borough property, will be a nice stop for citizens to sit
and relax on walks, adds to lower-Heidelberg, increases the neigh-
boring property values and will be a visual memento of Heidelberg’s
rebirth after the devastation she sustained as result of Hurricane Ivan
in 2004.

This entire project was paid for via grants and donations.  The pur-
chase of the property and demolition of the former house was paid
via a grant received from Allegheny County.  The supplies and mate-
rials needed for the park’s construction was donated to the Borough
from Lowe’s Home Improvement Center in Raceway Plaza.  The
Borough budgeted $2,000 for the project of our own funds, however,
only had to contribute $800 towards the supplies.  The fencing, land-
scaping, stepping stones, flower box and trees were installed by Coun-
cilmen DeBar, Duda, Kosol, volunteers from Lowe’s, the community
and Borough staff.

The Borough Council is currently working on a project to erect the
World War I Monument at this site within the center flower box.  We
encourage our residents to frequent the Washington Street Parklet
and enjoy the transformation that this project brought about.

CHANGES
in Trash Collection in 2009
Come January, Heidelberg will have a new trash collec-

tion provider.  In order to keep providing residential trash

collection to the residents without raising taxes, the Bor-

ough has decided to change contractors.  The Borough

participated in the South Hills Area Council of Govern-

ments bid process to solicit bids for a five (5) year trash

collection contract.  With the raising costs of fuel and

equipment, trash collection costs have rose greatly

throughout the Country, by an average of 40%.

At the October 21, 2008, Borough Council Meeting, the

Council unanimously approved designating Waste Man-

agement of Pennsylvania as our trash collector in 2009

through 2013.  We currently are provided by Allied Waste.

In 2008, the Borough paid $49,749 out of the General

Fund for residential pickup.  In 2009, the same services

are going to cost the Borough $62,000 which is equal to

$9.65 per month per house fee paid by the Borough.

This is a 24% increase compared to 2008 costs.

If the new trash collector Waste Management decides

to change the day of pickup, the contract outlines that

they must notify all of the residents in advance.  This

more than likely would be through a post-card mailing.

Postings would also be posted in the Borough Message

Boards and throughout the Borough.  During the first

week of collection on January 2nd, if there are any misses

or incidents, please contact the Borough Office at 412-

276-0363 or Waste Management at 1-800-866-4460.

The limitations on trash collection will remain the same,

no construction materials, items containing freon or other

hazardous materials and can not be placed out for pickup

before 5:00 PM the day before pickup.

We also urge our residents to

recycle.  The Borough recycles

paper, cans, plastic and cardboard.

Recyclables can be placed in one

bag and dropped off at the recycling

bin in front of Heidelberg Park on

Industry Way.

Snow/Ice Removal Reminders from the Heidelberg Borough Department of Public Works

Please remember when you are removing snow from your driveway or
sidewalk, do not throw the snow into the street; this is against the law
and you will be fined. Also, the Borough has over 30 streets and alley-
ways to salt and plow. The Borough typically only has one truck out for
plowing and spreading of salt.  It needs to be stressed that plowing of
streets is prioritized by taking into consideration the school busses, emer-
gency vehicles, garbage trucks, utility vehicles and residents.   Parking
of vehicles that prohibit the safe passage of the plow truck can result in
your vehicle being towed.  Lastly, if you have an elderly neighbor next to
you, try to be considerate by helping with the snow or ice.

Our role and your responsibility regarding Snow Removal in Heidelberg:

• The Public Works Department is on call 24 hours a day for snow and
ice removal of the 8.5 miles of roadway within the Borough.  That equals
over 16 lane miles of roadway that needs to be plowed and treated
during winter weather occurrences.

• During severe snow situations where plowing is needed, the main
Borough roads have priority, which in some cases requires residential
roadways to be designated as secondary.

• It is unlawful to shovel or plow snow back into the streets.  Please
place snow on the curb-line or next to your driveways.   Throwing
snow, ice, debris, etc. into the streets can result in a $600 fine.

• Sidewalks are to be cleared of
ice and/or snow within 12
hours of the storm.  Failure to
clear sidewalks could be pun-
ishable of a fine of $600.

• When streets are plowed,
snow will be pushed in front of
driveways, parked cars and walking paths.  Unfortunately, there are
no other places for the snow to go.  The Public Works Department
apologies for the inconvenience.

• The Public Works Department is not permitted to assist residents by
clearing driveways, sidewalks or paths to mailboxes.

• There may be delays or cancellations of garbage collection as result
of snow accumulations.  Until the snow situation is under control, it
is impossible to say when garbage will be back on schedule.

• Please keep fire hydrants clear of snow.  They are for your safety!

Mark would also like to thank all of the residents, business owners and
officials for keeping him in their prayers and for their kindness while he
was off in September and October.  Thank you and stay warm this
winter season!



A Message of Support for
Our Soldiers

From Congressman Tim Murphy

This Thanksgiving we gave
thanks to the men and women
who have served and are
currently serving in our Armed
Services.  Our area is home to
thousands of veterans, as well as
soldiers just  returning from
combat.  We remember all they
have done and all they have
sacrificed to keep us safe from harm.  Our nation owes
a tremendous debt of gratitude to those who have worn
our country’s uniform and to their families who have
stood behind them.

 In demonstration of our gratitude to local veterans,
numerous events were held in the community, including a
Veterans Day Ceremony at the National Cemetery of the
Alleghenies; a show of support at Monroeville Mall where
mall-goers had a chance to sign a Thanksgiving greeting
banner prepared by my office that will be delivered to our
troops in Afghanistan in time for their Thanksgiving meal
overseas; "Operation Reach Out," where I joined members
of the Greater Beneficial Union to prepare care packages
for our troops serving abroad; and a heartfelt and emotional
flag raising ceremony to honor U.S. Army Captain Jason
West, of Robinson Twp., who gave his life in service to our
nation while serving in Iraq in July 2006.  The flag was
flown over the United States Capitol building by my office
in memory of Captain West.  Participating in all of these
events, I was moved to see our community come out in
such strong numbers and show support for our veterans
and troops.

Beyond local support, in Congress we have continued

to provide services to address both the needs of our
young soldiers just coming home and the needs of our
older veterans.  With my support a new GI Bill for the

21st Century was signed into law in June 2008. As our
military men and women sacrifice more and more, and

as the cost of education continues to climb, this

legislat ion wil l  ensure that America sustains i ts
commitment to providing for the education of those who

serve.

Work on the new Commissary and Post exchange took a
major step forward this month after the Department of
Defense Commissary Operating Board approved the

project and recommended moving it forward.  The plan now
awaits final approval by the Under Secretary of Defense

for Personnel and Readiness, Dr. David Chu.  This is

expected to happen before the end of the year.  As a result

of the continued efforts of members of the Pennsylvania congressional delegation

and local officials, the final $8.2 million dollars was secured in the FY09

Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations bill
for the completion of the project.

If you are a veteran in need of help with services or assistance with the VA,

please contact my Mt. Lebanon office at 412-344-5583.  My office can provide
assistance in obtaining military medals and military records, as well as help in

securing VA benefits.

Should you see a veteran over the holiday, or spend time with a member of our
armed services, take the time to thank them. We must continue to support our

veterans by giving thanks for their service and working to ensure they have the

care and opportunities they need and deserve when they return from duty.

Borough Council authorizes the Public
Display of the 2009 Municipal Budget

At the Tuesday, November 18, 2008, Borough Council Meeting, by unanimous
vote, the Borough Council has authorized the public display and inspection of the
proposed 2009 Municipal Budget for all Borough Funds.  To review the proposed
combined balanced Municipal Budget of $1,238,265.20, it is proposed to keep the
millage at 8.5 mills as set in 2006 and all fees at pre-2006 levels except for an
increase in the sewage usage fee.  Therefore, there will be no tax increase within
Heidelberg Borough in 2009.  Furthermore, the sewage increase is an increase of
16% passed onto the Borough from ALCOSAN to the residents, the Heidelberg
portion of the sewage rates will remain at 2008 figures.

Notable items within the General Fund budget is the continuance of the fourth full-
time police officer, funding set aside for future road improvement work, additional
park maintenance, an increase in municipal aid to the Heidelberg VFD and in-
creases in business costs, payroll, fuel, utilities, supplies and insurance, all the
while without raising taxes.

Capital Improvements scheduled for 2009 include the reconstruction of Second
Street, Year 3 of the Pavement Rejuvenator Campaign, Traffic Signal upgrades to
L.E.D. technology, multiple Borough-wide ADA accessibility improvement projects,

continued, next page

Doug Williard first to receive
Mayoral Walking Trail Achieve-
ment Program Certificate

At the Au-
gust Council
M e e t i n g ,
Lincoln Av-
enue resi-
dent, Doug
Williard was
the first resi-
dent to be
presented
with the
M a y o r a l

Walking Trail Achievement Program Certificate.  From April
16, 2008 to August 13, 2008, Mr. Williard walked over 150
miles on the Heidelberg Trail.  Moreover, Mr. Williard bet-
tered his health and well being as result of this program,
and has allowed him to meet many other
Heidelbergundians, while enjoying the fresh air and com-
fortable environment of Heidelberg.

The Heidelberg Trail, a 1.5 mile walking route that starts at
the corner of Zero Street and West Railroad Street, weaves
through seven of the Borough’s streets.  On the “Heidel-
berg Trail” distances are marked every .20 mile and at ev-
ery turn an arrow directs you on your way.  All signs are
posted on the telephone poles and bear the distinct green
and gold of Heidelberg.  The Trail finishes right where it
starts at Zero and West Railroad.  Council established the
Trail in September of 2007.

As part of the Heidelberg Walking Trail initiative, Mayor Ken
LaSota started a program to reward those walkers who com-
plete multiple circuits of the trail.  For those residents, and
non-residents alike, who successfully complete 100 circuits
of the Trail, Mayor LaSota developed a “ Heidelberg Walking
Trail Mayoral Certificate of Achievement”.  This personalized
proclamation consists of a certificate, suitable for framing,
which outlines this individual’s singular achievement of com-
pleting 100 circuits of the Trail.  To participate in the pro-
gram, all one has to do is make a one dollar ($1.00) dona-
tion to the Heidelberg Borough Recreation Fund and the
participant will receive a “Heidelberg Walking Trail Jour-
nal”.  This personalized Journal allows the participant to
enter the time and date of each of his/her daily walks around
the Trail. When filled, the Journal is returned to the Bor-
ough office and Mayor LaSota will be honored to issue the
walker his/her “Certificate of Achievement”.

The Mayoral Walking Trail Achievement Program is in-
tended to encourage all Heidelbergundians to walk the Trail
so that we may meet and talk with fellow residents as we
walk, enjoy the fresh air and sunshine, and hopefully make
all participants a little healthier as well.

As we approach the end of another year, I just wanted to review what needs to
be done to address any of your 2008 Real Estate Taxes that remain open.

2008 HEIDELBERG BOROUGH PROPERTY TAX

2008 Heidelberg Borough Property Taxes are now due at penalty.  A 10% penalty
must be added to the face tax amount when paying this Borough Tax.

We are continuing to work on delinquent accounts to bring them up-to-date
and eliminate the need to pursue legal action with the magistrate.  This program

has been successful and continues to save our residents the additional

burden of court costs.

We understand that many are facing difficulties; the Borough and Tax Collector
are willing to work with these accounts to eliminate any additional costs.  Our
goal is to bring these accounts up-to-date before the property must be liened.
If you are behind, please contact me immediately to review your Borough Tax
Account and establish a reasonable payment schedule.

2008 CHARTIERS VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT REAL ESTATE TAXES

Residents not currently paying on the installment plan:

2008 Chartiers Valley School District Real Estate Taxes are now due at penalty.
A 10% penalty must be added to the face amount when paying this school
district tax.

After December 31, 2008, I’m required to turn over all accounts that remain

open to the School District’s Delinquent Collector (Maiello, Brungo and

Maiello).  After this transfer of records has taken place I can no longer

accept payments and additional costs will be added to your account by

the Delinquent Collector.

There is still time to pay in full or take advantage of the payment plan.  If
you decide to use the payment plan option your required payments would
be as follows:

1. Pay 1/4 of the face school district tax + 10% penalty immediately.
2. Pay the Second Installment (1/4 of the face) by 12/15/2008.
3. Pay your Third Payment (1/4 of the face) by 2/15/2009.
4. Pay your Fourth Payment (1/4 of the face) by 4/15/2009.

Please consider this option, but realize that a 10% penalty will be added to all
late payments.  I do not have the authority to waive any penalties that are due
on late payments.

Residents already paying on the Installment Plan:

All residents paying on the installment plan must have at least 50% of the face
amount of their tax paid by December 31, 2008.  Any installment account

that has not paid at least 50% of their face tax amount by December 31,

2008 must be turned over to the School District’s Delinquent Collector

(Maiello, Brungo and Maiello).  After this transfer of records has taken

place I can no longer accept payments, and additional costs will be added

to your account by the Delinquent Collector.

If you have any questions on your 2008 Borough or School District Taxes
or the information detailed in this letter, please contact my office. The Tax
Collector’s office is always available to answer your Real Estate Tax
questions at 412-276-5413.

Ted R. Gazda, Real Estate Tax Collector

TAX COLLECTOR’S DESK



New Business in Heidelberg
The Borough Council and Redevelopment Committee are proud to
announce that since the last edition of Heidelberg Highlights, the
Borough is now home to two new businesses:  Walgreen’s and Owen’s
Engraving.

Walgreen’s, as we are all aware, is located at the corner of Greentree
Road and Route 50.  They are open 8AM – 10PM and have many
fine programs such as a drive-thru pharmacy, one-hour Photoshop,
inside coffee bar, groceries, medical needs, and ladies make-up and
scents – just to name a few of their fine goods.  As from the Borough
standpoint, Walgreen’s completed many public improvement projects
at the southern portal of Heidelberg that were done at 100% their
cost, saving the taxpayers thousands of dollars.  Walgreen’s and their
developer Paradise Group completed the following on Heidelberg’s
behalf:  installed a new sidewalk from Collier Avenue to the Borough-
line at King’s, installed and operates decorative street lighting, sealed
off an abandoned Borough owned sanitary line, installed a new traf-
fic signal, installed a turning lane onto Greentree Road, realigned the
traffic islands, and added ADA sidewalk ramps.  The store is a beau-
tiful cornerstone of the Borough, and we welcome many years of
their prosperity within Heidelberg.

The second new business is Owen’s Engraving located at 403 First
Street, next to Special Olympics office.  Owen’s Engraving creates
specialty engraving work that could facilitate your specialty needs
and milestones.

We urge you to frequent Heidelberg businesses first.  By keeping a
strong business community the better the community-at-large is and
can be.  For contact information on all of the 57 businesses within
the limits of Heidelberg, visit the “Doing Business” page on the Bor-
ough website: www.HeidelbergBorough.com

Senator Wayne Fontana
December 2008

The Senate wrapped up its 2007-2008 ses-
sion by approving legislation that will
toughen health standards and regulations
on commercial dog kennels.  I was proud
to support the state’s new Dog Law (House
Bill 2525/Act 119 of 2008) that will ensure
that dogs in kennels are treated humanely.

Pennsylvania was too often referred to as
the Puppy Mill Capital of the East and this
new law is a positive step towards getting
rid of that label.  While not perfect, the new Dog Law is an improve-
ment over the previous law.  It requires increased floor space of pri-
mary canine enclosures, solid flooring for all dogs older than 12 weeks,
and prohibits stacked cages.  The bill also requires dogs to have ac-
cess to outdoor exercise areas and veterinary care.

While the legislature has made changes, no one has more power to
fight puppy mills than the consumer. If you’re purchasing a purebred
puppy, make sure that you know where the puppy is coming from and
do not assume that if the dog has papers that you’re guaranteed a
quality dog.  If you’re ready for a dog or puppy, consider visiting your
local animal shelter where homeless dogs are waiting for good homes
– what a great holiday gift!

Let me end by wishing all the residents of Heidelberg a
Merry Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year!
Senator Wayne D. Fontana
42nd Senatorial District
930 Brookline Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA  15226-2106
Phone:  412-344-2551
Fax:  412-344-3400
E-Mail:  fontana@pasenate.com
Website:  www.senatorfontana.com

continuance of the Borough’s Housing revitalization efforts (more homes),
and the start of the East Railroad Street Scape Project.  All of such is
part of the Borough $1.9 million dollar three-year (2008-2010) capital
improvement plan.

All fund budgets are balanced with no proposed deficits or fund
carryovers.  As for the Sewer Fund, the 2009 rates will be $8.70 per
thousand gallons of water used and a $5.37 per month service charge.
Of such 91% of all expenditures represent ALCOSAN treatment costs
and the Borough’s court order consent decree repairs.  The other 9%
pays for routine maintenance, billing costs and various professional ser-
vices.

Any and all interested parties can view the proposed 2009 Municipal
Budget within the Borough Manager’s Office during normal business
hours.  The Budget is scheduled for adoption at the December 16, 2008
Borough Council Meeting.

Budget continued from page 2

Season’s

Greetings

Borough Council Highlighted Actions
July – November 2008

Ordinances and Resolutions Adopted:

Ordinance No. 579, set forth standards for the management of storm water runoff, allowable dis-
charges to the Borough’s separate storm sewer system and requirements for erosion and sedimenta-
tion control.

Ordinance No. 580, created rules and regulations for the control of use and conduct on and in the
various parks and playgrounds owned and operated by the Borough and establishing penalties for
violations of the rules and regulations.

Resolution No. 06-2008 - recognizing Senator Wayne D. Fontana for his contributions to the Borough.

Resolution No. 07-2008 - authorizing application for CDBG Year 35 funding for the Second Street
Reconstruction Project

Resolution No. 08-2008 - authorizing application for CDBG Year 35 funding for the ADA Municipal
Building Entrance Project.

Resolution No. 09-2008 - authorizing application for CDBG Year 35 funding for the ADA Picnic Table
Procurement Project

Resolution No. 10-2008 - authorizing application for CDBG Year 35 funding for the ADA Sidewalk
Ramps Project

Resolution No. 11-2008 - authorizing application for CDBG Year 35 funding for the Demolition of 1606
West Railroad Street Project.

Resolution No. 12-2008 - declaring the property at 1606 West Railroad Street as blighted and consti-
tutes a health and safety hazard to our residents.

Resolution No. 13-2008 - approving and adopting the Emergency Operations Plan of the Borough of
Heidelberg dated January 1, 2008.

Resolution No. 14-2008 - approving the acquisition and subsequent disposition of numerous parcels
of vacant property known as lot and block numbers: 101-E-94 and 101-E-84 (Lincoln Ave. Lots) would
be in accord with the strategic plan of the municipality.

Resolution No. 15-2008 - authorizing and adopting the policy for the Heidelberg Police Department K-
9 Unit.

Various Motions (Full actions can found in the minutes online or in the Borough Office):

• Adopted and Implemented the Borough Employee Handbook
• Authorized Zalesky Concrete to repair the West Railroad Street Retaining Wall
• Designated the Signal Item as the official newspaper of the Borough of Heidelberg.
• Approved the Lot Consolidation Plan by Action Housing, Inc. for the property located at 604

Grant Avenue.
• Authorized HPD to participate in South Hills DUI Task Force
• Entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with CV Schools regarding Police responses.
• Appointed Mrs. Mary Anne Morgan to the Planning Commission with a term to expire 12/31/

2010.
• Authorized Fotovich Excavating to repair the Industry Way Storm Sewer Collapse.
• Entered into agreement with Waste Management of PA for 2009-2013 Trash Collection Services
• Authorized a disbursement of $6,908.73 to the Heidelberg VFD Relief Assoc.
• Authorized the 2008 donation to the HVFD of $2,000 from the Borough.
• Executed a co-operation agreement with Action Housing for the development of 604 Grant Av-

enue
• Authorized the procurement of a swing set for Heidelberg Park.
• Authorized the HPD to be equipped with and utilize Tasers, and adopted the Taser Policy into

the Heidelberg Police Standard Operating Procedures Manual.

Grants
Received Since
Spring 2008
Newsletter:

The Borough Council is proud
to announce that Heidelberg
has been successful in achiev-
ing grant funding for multiple
projects and programs that will
save the Heidelberg Taxpayers
thousands of dollars. The
projects and programs awarded
funding since spring 2008:

1. $10,000 for Traffic Signal
Upgrades on East Railroad
Street and an In-Car Cam-
era for the Unmarked Police
Cruiser.

2. $10,000 for Police Equip-
ment including Tasers, Navi-
gation Devises and a Com-
puter Server

3. $14,000 for a Police K-9,
training and equipment

4. $4,000 for 2009 Click it or
Ticket Patrols

5. $3,785 for Night Vision
Equipment for the Police De-
partment

6. $9,500 additional aid for the
East Railroad Street Curb
Restoration

7. $5,603 for Liquor Control
Board Police Training,
Equipment and additional
Patrols

8. $80,000 for development of
604 Grant Avenue

9. $35,000 for the purchase of
the Grant Avenue and Hayes
Street Lots

Total:  $171,888.00 in Grant
Funding since Spring 2008.

2008 Grant Funding Received
To-date:  $248,221.00



A Moment with the Mayor
Another year has come and gone and the First Lady and I hope it went
well.  I would like in the few words here to focus on only one item: the
new Walgreen’s.  Council is to be commended on working to bring this
new community resource to Heidelberg. It is sure nice to be able to pur-
chase medicine and other essentials in our own town; keeping money,
taxes and jobs local is always a good idea.  Concerning the effort it took
to bring this development to fruition, I would like to share three elements
of the process that I will always remember when I look at the Walgreen’s
in the years ahead:

 As part of the process to finalize the plans for the new Walgreen’s, as
mayor and as a member of the Borough’s Planning Commission, I at-
tended many meetings.  The final meeting was nearly a year and a half
ago in a Pittsburgh office tower with representatives from the developer,
PENNDOT, the Allegheny County Economic Development Office, and
others.  This roomful of three-piece-suits was to render final authoriza-
tion to the development plan. When my turn came to speak, I champi-
oned three ideas that I thought would make the development better for all
involved, especially the citizens of Heidelberg.  1). I urged the developer
to consider substituting some ornamental light poles for the numerous
industrial light poles that were planned to illuminate the parking lot, to
improve the esthetics of the site.  I suggested that if ornamental lighting
was no more expensive than industrial lighting, everyone would be a
winner.  They agreed and along the front of the project are the fruits of
this effort: several ornamental light poles.

2). Along the northern edge of Walgreen’s, the side closest to Heidel-
berg, the original plans called for a chain link fence to run the entire length
of the project, separating Walgreen’s from the homes and businesses
near Coal Road. I strongly objected to such an arrangement as it would
present the appearance of an “armed camp” to those Heidelbergundians
who lived next door and to all customers who visited. I urged them to
include a landscaped buffer along that side of property. After some spir-
ited discussion they agreed and, if you look from Route 50 at the
Walgreen’s now, a linear row of shrubs and a grassy area run along the
right side of the site.  3). The original plans called for the Walgreen’s to
have a sidewalk running only along a portion of the front of the property.
Because I knew many Heidelbergundians walked along this site to get to
Shop N’ Save and to Kings, I knew a sidewalk should run the entire length.
Reluctantly, Walgreen’s agreed.  You may have noticed that for a short
time during construction the sidewalk stopped before it reached Kings.  A
gentle reminder to the developer of their promise to me and the sidewalk
was extended to the Kings property.  By the way if you want to know
where Heidelberg ends, it ends at the end of the Walgreen’s sidewalk:
this marks the border between Heidelberg and Scott Township.

So as this year comes to an end, I think of many things but the new
Walgreen’s development will be one I will think of now and for years to
come. Moreover, each time I visit or drive by the Walgreen’s, I will see the
row of shrubs separating it from Heidelberg, the shiny new sidewalk run-
ning along its entire length, and the ornamental light poles across its
frontage.  Three tangible reminders of a day nearly two years ago I spent
championing the interests of Heidelberg to a room of three-piece-suits on
the 8th floor of the ALCOA Building.  Well enough for now.  Rebecca and
I wish everyone a happy and a healthy new year.  May God Bless.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mayor Kenneth A. LaSota, Ph.D.

Mayor LaSota, Tax Collector Gazda, Councilman Ferris, Manager Kauer, and
Congressman Murphy receiving the $2.4 million dollar check to revitalize East
Railroad Street (Route 50).

REMINDER - Flood Warning and
Evacuation Signal System
As the Borough has been spared by flooding since the devastation of
Hurricane Ivan in 2004, the Borough Council would like to remind the
residents in the low lying areas, of the Borough’s Flood Warning and
Evacuation Signal System.  Adopted by Borough Council Resolution 31-
06, the Borough of Heidelberg created an audible Flood Warning and
Evacuation Signal System using the current fire whistle of the Heidelberg
Volunteer Fire Department.

To Review (Also posted in the Borough Bldg. Message Board &

on the website):

FLOOD WARNING – The Flood Warning will be sounded once Chartiers
Creek is in danger of cresting the creek banks.  The Flood Warning will not
sound in conjunction with Flood Watches and Warnings issued by the
National Weather Service.  The HEIDELBERG FLOOD WARNING will be
more defined for our town.  The FLOOD WARNING shall consist of one (1)
continuous sounding of the fire siren with no intermissions lasting one (1)
minute in length.

FLOOD WARNING = ONE (1) STEADY – CONTINUOUS SOUNDING

OF THE SIREN WITH NO INTERMISSIONS ONE (1) MINUTE IN LENGTH.

EVACUATION SIGNAL – The Evacuation Signal will be activated once
flooding is detected within the Borough of Heidelberg.  All low-lying areas
of Heidelberg are to evacuate and seek higher ground.

EVACUATION SIGNAL = TWO (2) STEADY – CONTINUOUS

SOUNDINGS OF THE SIREN WITH A TWENTY SECOND INTERVAL –

TWO MINUTES IN LENGTH REPEATED THREE (3) TIMES. THE FIRE

WHISTLE WILL SOUND FOR 14 MINUTES TO SERVE AS NOTICE TO

EVACUATE THE LOW LYING AREAS OF THE BOROUGH.

REMINDER – The Fire Whistle will still sound for fire calls of the

HVFD, it will sound for under one minute made up of approximately

5 separate individual blasts of the siren – differing from the flood

warning and evacuation signals.

Since 2004, the Chartiers Valley Flood Control Authority, which Heidelberg
is a member and Councilman Kosol is a board member of, the Army Corps
of Engineers and Congressman Tim Murphy have made great progress in
cleaning up Chartiers Creek and removing excess sediment.  The flood
control authority has removed all of the excess overgrowth and debris from
the creek banks.  This project was in aim to increasing the size of the water
channel and to reduce debris that take away from the design and capabilities
of the flood control effort.  Furthermore, this summer Congressman Murphy
was able to secure $4.5 million dollars to remove 5,000 truck loads of
sediment from Chartiers Creek within the Bridgeville, Collier, Heidelberg,
Scott and the Carnegie area.  These two projects restored Chartiers Creek
to its original design to contain 100 year floods within its creek banks.  The
Chartiers Valley Flood Control Authority is now working on a project to
open the creek’s back-channel behind the Chartiers Valley Shopping Center.
By doing such, the flow and storage capabilities of Chartiers Creek will be
greatly enhanced and improved, thus reducing the possibility of flooding
downstream here in Heidelberg.

Holiday Safety Tips for You and
Your Family

As we draw near to

Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas and the New

Year we all are rush-

ing around shop-

ping, visiting and enter-

taining for the holidays.

Every year thousands

of shoppers and fami-

lies fall victim to a variety

of criminal elements that

are just waiting for the op-

portunity to take advantage of

the holiday seasons. Those criminal

elements deal in everything from credit card fraud, identity theft,

theft from your vehicle while shopping, burglary of your home

and the most intrusive crime of robbery.

Every year the police remind residents and shoppers to secure

their homes and vehicles. Call the police if you are going to be

gone for vacation or extended leave, have timer lights on and

leave a radio on so it can be heard just outside a door or window.

We make you aware of identity theft, credit card fraud and shop-

ping tips such as shop with a group of friends. Keep your cash

and credit cards on your person verse in your purse or wallet. If

your purse gets taken or you get robbed or pick pocketed which

still happens in this day and age, even if that happens all they

get is an empty purse or wallet, but they still get the same crimi-

nal charges for that particular crime while saving you the head-

aches of having to get a new drivers license, and canceling all of

those credit cards.  Take the time to move your vehicle once you

put packages it the trunk, not in the back seat, even if you are

going back in to shop more. Never set a pattern for someone to

know where you are and how long you are going to be. Even

going to work if you drive, never park your vehicle in the same

place or on the same garage level. We are all creatures of habit

and the criminals depend on that habit that you will do the same

thing day after day. Don’t create an opportunity for you to be-

come a victim. Be smarter than the average criminal in the street;

keep them guessing and you safe and secure.

As always never drink and drive and don’t let friends drive drunk,

you can’t afford it. During the holidays we tend to celebrate a bit

more than usual. Please be safe, secure and sober this holiday

season. Drive defensively and buckle up, it’s the law.

Help keep your neighborhood safe, call 911 if you see or hear

anything suspicious or anyone that appears suspicious in or

around your neighborhood.

A Message from our
Fire Department
2009 Fund Drive is underway!!!  We would like to thank many
residents and business owners for their generous donations and to
remind those who have not yet donated that there is still time to
make a difference by supporting your Volunteer Fire Department.

HVFD now has a home on the WEB.  www.HeidelbergFire.com was
launched at the beginning of November and is currently under
construction, when finished it will include safety tips, social hall
availability, and upcoming events calendar.    Our Home online helps
us better serve the community by creating the opportunity to provide
insight into exactly what we do and how we have provided excellence
in emergency service to the residents of Heidelberg for 100 years.

95th Annual Allegheny County Firefighter Convention marks
Centennial for HVFD

HVFD will host the 95th ACFFA Convention that will begin on Sunday
June 7, 2009 and conclude on Saturday June 12, 2009 with a parade
and street fair.  Any resident who wish to help make this an event to
remember can help by volunteering.  Anyone interested can contact
HVFD by calling our station (412)276-5955 or E-Mail at
STA170750@aol.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday December 21, 2008 at 3:00pm SANTA will visit Heidelberg
by Fire Truck.

BINGO every Wednesday starts at 7:00pm with $500 Jackpot that
goes every week.

The Members of HVFD would like to wish our friends, families, and
neighbors a safe and Happy Holiday season.



Heidelberg Holiday
Home Decorating Contest
Kicks Off December 8th

The Borough’s Recreation Committee will be conducting a
Holiday Home Decorating Contest for residences within
Heidelberg.  Residents can compete for either of two awards:

* Best Decorated Home
One (1) Winner will receive a $50 Gift Card to Wright’s Seafood Inn

OR

* Grizwold Award for Most Overwhelming Light Display.
One (1) Winner will receive a $50 Exxon Gas Card

All homes are to be voted on by display of outdoor décor, display and decorations.  Voting will be made
possible via the Borough Website and the form below.  Residents and business owners can vote for whom
they believe is the best for the two categories.  One vote will be permitted per residence / business.  The
house that receives the most votes per category by Monday, December 22, 2008 at 3:00 PM will win.  Winners
will be announced on the Borough Website, in the Community Message Boards and in the next Borough
Newsletter.  For more information, feel free to call the Borough Office at 412-276-0363.

Let’s keep the lights shinning as you don’t know when your fellow Heidelbergundians will be voting!
Thank you and good luck decorating!  Happy Holidays!

OUTDOOR DECORATING CONTEST ENTRY
Return to the Heidelberg Borough Bldg., 1631 East Railroad Street

Or email to:  info@HeidelbergBorough.com
Or Fax to:  412-446-2783

Entries must be received no later than December 22, 2008 at 3:00PM.

For the Best Decorated Home Award

Street Address:

For the Grizwold Award for Most Overwhelming Light Display

Street Address:

Nominated By:

Address:

Remember: one vote per household / business.  If you do not list your own address as the nominator
your vote will not be counted.

Borough Manager’s Update

I would like to take this opportunity to update the residents and business owners regarding the status of some of the many 2008 capital
projects that are currently underway or just completed within Heidelberg.

As a goal of Borough Council, we began our efforts to revitalize the housing stock
within the Borough in 2007 with the development of 602 Grant Avenue.  2008’s project
is the development of 604 Grant Avenue which is next-door to last year’s project.
This house is a three-bedroom house that will sell for approximately $100,000.  In-
formation on the sale of the house is available in the Borough Office.  This project is
being built on a tax delinquent lot that has been delinquent since the 1920’s.  With
such this project will put this property back on the tax rolls while bringing another
family back to Heidelberg.  This housing effort is a joint project with Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development and all Borough costs will be recouped upon
the sale of the house in first quarter 2009.  We are currently working on plans to
construct at least two more homes in 2009 as well.

As for parks and recreation, the Borough built two parks in 2008.  Heidelberg
Park on Industry Way is now complete.  We ask that you stay off of the grass to
ensure proper growth.  This project cost $214,000 and was paid half by a grant
received from the Commonwealth and the other half from the funds received
from the sale of the Borough property behind Raceway Plaza.  This park is a
great advancement for Heidelberg and is something that all generations can
enjoy.  The parklet on Washington Street is progressing quite well also.  We are
currently working on a project to erect the long stored World War I monument at

this site within the next three
months.

Road Construction Projects
are nearing completion within the Borough as well.  The East Railroad Street Curbs are
complete and were paid 100% via a grant received.  The Jackson Street Drainage and
Reconstruction project is approximately 90% complete as the contractor has to come
back and redo some areas in aim
for better drainage.  Year 2 of the
pavement rejuvenator work is
complete and we are on schedule
to complete this three year effort
by summer 2009.

Sewer Repairs are just starting up.  Due to contract issues we had, 2007 repairs of
pipe collapses and deficiencies were just completed the 3rd week of November.  This
work cost approximately $35,000 and was paid from sewage revenue generated.

2008 work including seven pipe re-
pairs will more than likely start some-
time soon in the first quarter 2009.
2009 repairs are on schedule for repair come October.

I thank you once again for the opportunity to serve Borough Council and the residents.  The
year 2008 will truly be a year to remember within Heidelberg with all of the change that we
saw; however, the projects that the Council has outlined will result in next year going to be
just as impressive.  Thank you and Happy Holidays.

Joe Kauer
Borough Manager
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