Heidelberg VFD News
This past June, the Heidelberg Volunteer
Fire Department celebrated 100 years of
service to the residents of Heidelberg
Borough. To commemorate this historic
occasion, the HVFD hosted the 95th Annual
Allegheny County Firefighters Convention;
a weeklong event culminating with a parade
and street fair. To further celebrate this
occasion, Allegheny County 911 made a
special announcement, which can be heard
on our website; www.heidelbergfire.com.
To those who participated in the convention festivities, whether it be by
watching the parade from their house, playing games at the street fair, singing
along with one of the bands, or viewing the water battles, we would like to
thank you for making this event one to remember. A big thank you also goes
out to the mayor, borough council, the police department, and Mark from
public works, for all their hard work making this event truly successful.
For the third consecutive year, the department has been awarded an
Assistance to Firefighters Grant, through the Department of Homeland
Security. This year’s grant, worth approximately $32,000 was used to purchase
new supply hose for all of our trucks; replacing aging hose that was
approximately 20 years old. The new, five inch diameter supply hose,
guarantees an adequate water supply in all areas of the borough. Since the
new hose went in service the last week of June, over 16 hours of training
have been provided to members to guarantee proper use and maintenance.

The officers and members of the HVFD would like to invite
all friends and residents to an open house to be held
Saturday, October 10, 2009 beginning at 12:00, noon.
This event, which will last until 4:00 pm, will include health
screenings, child fire prevention activities, facility and
equipment tours, and CPR training. Registration for the
CPR class is encouraged and can be accomplished by
emailing training@heidelbergfire.com or by leaving a
message at the station, (412) 276-5955.
The open house will also mark the beginning of the 2009
National Fire Prevention Week. In conjunction with this national
effort, the HVFD plans to hold registration for the installation
of new smoke detectors to borough residents in need. The
HVFD would like to remind all residents that now is the time to
check to ensure your smoke detectors are working properly.
If you need assistance with this, please contact the department,
and accommodations can be arranged.
As a reminder, bingo is held every Wednesday night at the
department’s social hall, beginning at 7:00 pm. Also, keep the
Hall at Heidelberg in mind when planning your next special event.
Both of these are great ways to support your local fire department.
The department can be reached non-emergently by calling (412)
276-5955 or emailing info@heidelbergfire.com. In case of
emergency, please call 911.

H

eidelberg Highlights
Volume 31

Summer 2009

Senior Citizens can now
register for ACCESS at
Borough Building

Official Notice Regarding
Recreational Burning

Thanks to the efforts of Mayor LaSota, the
Borough Manager has been designated and
authorized by ACCESS to register our senior citizens for ACCESS’s
65 Plus Program. ACCESS is door-to-door, advanced reservation,
shared-ride transportation which is provided throughout Allegheny
County, and is open to the general public. They provide service
seven days per week, from 6:00AM to midnight. There are no
restrictions on the purpose or number of trips which may be taken
by ACCESS riders, except riders are required to share the vehicle
with other riders who are traveling at the same time in the same
direction. Ride sharing helps ACCESS to make the best use of
available vehicles and keep costs down.
If you are a senior citizen, 65 years old or greater, and interested in
registering for this valuable program, please visit the Borough Office
to register. Please bring proof of age with you at time of registration
(i.e.: birth certificate, driver’s license, state issued ID, passport,
PACE card, etc.)
ACCESS has also organized a special Heidelberg Group Shopping
day for our residents. It is every Thursday, between 10:00-12:30.
They pick you up at your home and take you to Shop and Save in
Raceway Plaza. The fare is 2 OPT tickets each way ($0.50) – total
of $1.00 for round trip. Interested participants have to call the day
in advance before 1:00 PM to schedule your ride. The Heidelberg
Borough Council and Mayor thank ACCESS for making such a
program available to our citizenry.

Business in Heidelberg
The Borough Council and Mayor would like to welcome two
new businesses to Heidelberg; Shanti’s Nail Supply at 1609
East Railroad Street and Bargain Land USA at 1906 East
Railroad Street. Shanti’s is a supply store for other nail salons
to frequent and Bargain Land sells gently used furniture,
clothing, toys and games, small home accessories and more.
We also urge our residents to frequent and support our 53
businesses that are all located within the Borough limits.
The businesses in Heidelberg offer many services including
dining at Wright’s Seafood Inn, groceries and personal needs
at Walgreen’s, haircuts at Joseph’s Barber Shop or Nouveau

As summer is here and as residents will be
taking to their yards for enjoyment, we
all have to be reminded about the
County’s recreational burning law. The
Borough follows the County Code
regarding recreational burning.
Per the Allegheny County Code, recreational burning is
permitted, however the fire must meet the following
conditions: the fire must be controlled in an area no bigger
than 4’ x 4’, the materials being burnt must be clean, natural
woods – NO GARBAGE, treated / painted lumber, plastics…
Also per the County Code, the odor and smoke from the
fire must be contained within your property limits. If the
smoke or odor travel onto neighboring properties and the
neighbors do not wish to have the smoke and / or odor
within their property, the fire can be ordered to be
extinguished by a Borough Official (Police Officer).
Neighbor disputes regarding recreational burning are to be
reported to the Heidelberg Police Department by dialing
9-1-1 or the non-emergency number 412-279-6911.
Please consider your neighbors if you are considering
recreational burning, it is advisable to consult them
before you conduct a recreational burn. Being a good
neighbor can go a long way that will yield an enjoyable
summer season.

Hair Salon, printing at Apple Printing, hanging out with friends
at the three neighborhood bars, dry cleaning, photography
work, electrical work and carpet sales at Steinberger’s, just
to highlight some of the MANY businesses that are in the
Borough that service us all.
A full Heidelberg Business Directory is located on the Borough
website, www.HeidelbergBorough.com, on the “Doing
Business” page. Also on this page are business assistance
contacts, traffic counts and demographic information.
Please consider staying in town - walking to your neighboring
business and supporting them. The stronger the Heidelberg
business community is, the better the community can be.
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Heidelberg Borough Police
Department: Being Prepared
on the Home Front
As we all move forward closer to 2010 with a world and nation
as unstable from a security and economical stand point, we all
need to become more prepared for the unexpected. As husbands,
wives, parents and residents everyone should be prepared as much as possible
for the possibilities of devastating weather, floods, a swine flu pandemic or any
other unforeseen emergency.
It would be nice if we all could just pick up the phone and dial 911 and have
either the police, fire department or medics solve every emergency we run into
and presently in the majority of situations that’s exactly what happens. But with
unpredictable weather, flu pandemics and other specific situations it is important
that families be prepared on the home front with not only the necessary needed
daily supplies’ should a disaster take place of epic proportions, but that parents
keep updated on local and international events taking place and educate
themselves via our local libraries and or the internet on current events taking
place around our communities and across this nation.
Your local police, volunteer fire departments and medics are continuously training
and being educated on handling various emergencies on a daily basis. Planning,
coordinating and making sure that there are plans and contingency plans for
almost every type of emergency. Officials and local authorities coordinate and
train with local, state and county agencies to keep updated on the newest
techniques. This training is costly and time consuming but necessary in trying to
be prepared to meet whatever emergency may arise.
Parents should stock their homes with the basics need for at least two weeks to
meet the needs of their specific size family. Water, food, non-perishable items,
medications required by family members, medical supplies, sleeping bags,
candles and flashlights and if possible an emergency generator.(DO NOT run
generators inside of basements or homes due to carbon monoxide fumes) Don’t
forget the family pets too when you are planning. Laptops, cell phones, two way
radios and emergency weather radios with extra batteries should be kept on
hand. Purchase a well supplied first aid kit too. We all hope that these items will
never have to be used, and in most cases they are not. But as in most cases
when we do need these items in an emergency we don’t have them on hand
because we aren’t prepared.
We need you to take a minute to put together an emergency list of what you and
your family would need in cases of a major disaster. Check and see how well
your home is stocked with the necessary supplies. Sit down with the entire family
and put together a family plan should disaster strike of an epic proportion. If you
or your children are not home when disaster strikes, have a plan as to what they
are to do and who they are to call.
Your public officials and authorities will do all they can in the event of any major
disaster, but as always they can only do so much at one time. We are hoping
that everyone takes the necessary steps to be prepared to survive until authorities
can get to you in any emergency.
As always please call 911 is you need Police, Fire or Medics, DO NOT
CALL the police office or borough office, DIAL 911 for all Emergencies.
Chief Vernon M. Barkley
Heidelberg Borough Police

A Message From
Congressman Tim Murphy
At 1,018 pages and a ten-year
cost of more than $1 trillion,
H.R. 3200, the “Affordable
Health Choices Act” made its
formal debut in the House of
Representatives on July 14,
2009. H.R. 3200 will make
fundamental changes to the
country’s $2.4 trillion
healthcare system. The bill creates a government-run
insurance plan, mandates that individuals must buy
insurance, requires that employers offer insurance or face
tax penalties, and places a number of mandates on
insurance companies. H.R. 3200 requires all legal residents
to enroll in a health insurance plan meeting certain minimum
standards - to be defined by the federal government - or
face a tax penalty. Those who do not buy insurance would
pay a tax of 2.5 percent of their adjusted gross income.
I am keenly aware that many Americans are unhappy with
the cost of healthcare, but there are many who consider
their care excellent and do not want change. I am also
aware that there are those who cannot afford even the most
basic healthcare, so when they show up in the Emergency
Room, or are hospitalized; we pay for their care through
higher costs and taxes.
The question before Congress now is this: how do we
address these concerns and enact long overdue reforms?
Some versions of this bill would lead to millions in job losses
as taxes would soar for small businesses and individuals,
and government control over healthcare decisions would
greatly increase. While provisions addressing the
unfairness and problems in the health insurance market
are necessary, I am concerned that we are not also focusing
on reforms that save lives, save money, and improve care.
Healthcare reform is more than just a debate about who
pays the bills.
For example, one area I targeted is preventing healthcare
acquired infections, which otherwise cost billions of dollars
and tens of thousands of lives each year. After doggedly
pursuing this issue year after year and I am grateful it is
included in the proposed healthcare reform bill.
There are several other reforms we can do, and if we do
this right, if we fundamentally change our healthcare system
to focus on safety, quality and affordability, we can save
hundreds of billions of dollars and thousands of lives
Please reach out to my office should you wish to share with
me your thoughts and ideas at Murphy.house.gov or call
(412) 344-5583.

FROM COUNCILMAN AL KOSOL:
Though the spring was very wet, Mark, our Public Works Supervisor, has been
kept very busy around the Borough. He has summer-help by the name of Ben to
help perform the numerous jobs that need to be completed. Look for them. In
the next few weeks, the streets will be cracked filled, with additional temporary
staff. Also, the crosswalks will be repainted before school begins again for the
Fall session. Virgin Way is one of the last remaining streets to be reconstructed
and is planned for sometime in the next year to be repaved.

Rental Property Registrations 2009
As a proactive local government, the Borough of Heidelberg requires landlords
of rental properties within Heidelberg to register their tenants routinely and have
property maintenance / life-safety inspections of all rental units every three years.
2009 marks the third cycle of inspections of the rental units in Heidelberg Borough.
The program has been very successful to date. As of July 14th, the Borough’s
Building Inspector has inspected 183 of the total 190 known rental units in
Heidelberg. This includes making contact with the 94 known landlords within
Heidelberg as well.
Inspections were conducted on Tuesdays and Thursdays by the Building
Inspector. These inspections have yielded a wide array of major safety issues
being rectified including: fire safety issues, faulty electrical work, improperly
installed furnaces and hot water tanks that gave threat to carbon monoxide
poisoning to tenants, etc. These inspections also aided in the Borough’s efforts
to be proactive in property maintenance code enforcement, thus keeping the
properties within Heidelberg attractive, safe and sanitary.
In 2006, we had wide support from the rental community for the registration /
inspection program, only one landlord had to be cited for non-registration and
code violations. This landlord was cited and fined $1,000. With the 2009 program
that is currently winding down, all but two of the 94 known landlords remain to
register rental properties and they will be cited accordingly, thus making this
rental operating license program fair and just to all participating parties.
The Borough Council, Mayor and Building Inspector would like to thank the
many landlords and tenants who took time out of their busy schedules to
accommodate the Borough for the property inspections. The efforts of both
the rental property owners and the Borough have truly resulted in a much
safer and sustainable community.

Heidelberg Happenings
2nd and 3rd Tuesdays of the Month
Borough Council Meetings
2nd Tuesday - Workshop Meeting - 6:30 PM - Boro. Bldg.
3rd Tuesday - Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM - HVFD Hall
Wednesday Nights
Bingo at Heidelberg VFD, 456 First Street - 7:00 PM
Friday Nights - As Scheduled
Movies in the Park - Ellsworth Avenue Playground - Dusk
Sundays
Woodville Plantation - Neville House Tours
1375 Washington Pike - 1-4PM
Tours of the Neville House; Heidelberg Borough was once part of the
Woodville Plantation and root to the historic Whiskey Rebellion.

Household Chemical
Collection to Take Place
on September 19th
Take a quick look around your house and you may
discover as much as 100 pounds of common household
chemicals referred to as “household hazardous waste”
(HHW) stored in your basement, garage, kitchen,
bathroom and garden shed.
Surprised? Don’t be – you’re not alone. According to
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, an average
home can easily accumulate this amount of cleaners,
pesticides, paints, automotive fluids and other products
containing potentially hazardous ingredients.
Heidelberg residents will have an opportunity to
safely and cost effectively dispose of HHW products
at an upcoming collection sponsored by the
Southwestern PA Household Hazardous Waste Task
Force and private/public sector partners.
Date:
Time:
Location:

September 19
9:00AM – 1:00PM
Settler's Cabin Park Wave Pool Parking Lot

Individuals dropping off waste material will pay a fee of $2
per gallon. Payment will be cash only (no checks or credit
cards accepted).
The collection event will accept the following materials:
aerosol cans; automotive fluids (motor oil, transmission fluid,
antifreeze, brake fluid); batteries; chemistry sets; compact
fluorescent bulbs (CFLs); gasoline and kerosene; household
cleaners (ammonia, drain openers, acid cleaners, oven
cleaners); mercury; paint products (latex, oil based, alkyd
based, arts/crafts chemicals, rust preservatives, creosote,
water sealers, paint thinners, furniture strippers); pesticides/
herbicides (rodent killers, insecticides, weed killers,
mothballs, fertilizer); photo chemicals; and pool chemicals.
The following materials will not be accepted at the
collection: ammunition; appliances; bulk waste; commercial
and industrial waste; compressed gas cylinders (including
propane tanks); drugs; explosives; flares; fluorescent tubes;
leaking containers; medical waste (including needles); PCBs
and dioxin; radioactive materials (including smoke
detectors); and tires.
For more information concerning the complete 2009
schedule of collections, visit www.swpahhw.org or call the
Pennsylvania Resources Council at 412-488-7452 or call
the Borough Office at 412-276-0363.

FROM COUNCILMAN BOB DEBAR:
We are planning a re-dedication of the World War I Monument
at the new Heidelberg Park on Saturday, Sept. 5th at 11:00
a.m. (Food and soft drinks to follow.) We are also looking for
residents that might have any information on the names listed
on the monument. If you have information, please call 412735-6897. Please note: any pictures or items that will help
identify these names will be copied and returned to you for
your family memories. We also need volunteers for this event.
If interested, you can call Bob DeBar at 412-735-6897 or Dolly
Kosol at 412-279-6481.
The Heidelberg Historical Society is hoping to have a
permanent home next summer and we are organizing pictures,
stories, etc., for this project. Many ideas are forming and we
need your input. Any extra time that you can offer for this
project would be greatly appreciated.

Thomas Musgrove appointed to
Zoning Hearing Board
The Heidelberg Borough Council at the June 16th Council Meeting,
by unanimous vote, appointed Mr. Thomas Musgrove of First
Street to the Heidelberg Zoning Hearing Board as an alternate
board member with a one year term. Mayor LaSota then swore
into office Mr. Musgrove on June 25, 2009 at the Borough Building.
Mr. Musgrove has a career working for a civil engineering
firm and has over six years experience working in land
development. He is interested in public service and the
Council and Mayor believe that he will be a good person
serving the Borough on the Zoning Hearing Board.
The purpose of the Zoning Hearing Board is to hear appeals
on the validity of the zoning ordinance or any decision made
by the zoning officer. In addition, the ZHB has the power to
grant variances and special exceptions to the zoning
ordinance. The ZHB consists of four members (three regular
board members and one alternate), its own Solicitor, and
meets as needed.

Health Department to bait creek banks
for raccoon rabies vaccinations
As an annual program of the Allegheny County
Health Department (ACHD), the ACHD will be
baiting the creek banks of Chartiers Creek
in Heidelberg Borough with vaccine packets
targeted to prevent rabies amongst raccoons.
Areas of special attention include Zero
Street, Washington Street and Industry
Way. Work is to take place in August
through September. Furthermore, according to Dr. Bruce Dixon of the
ACHD, “the baits pose no appreciable risk to humans or pets.”
What if I find rabies bait?
Baits should be left alone – but intact baits can be moved if they are
found where children and pets play. Damaged baits should be bagged
and disposed in the trash.
•

Wear gloves or use a paper towel when picking up bait.

•

Toss intact baits into a fencerow, ditch, or other raccoon habitat
areas.

•

Wash your hands after any skin contact with a damaged bait.

What if my pet eats a bait?
•

A few baits are not harmful, although eating a lot may cause
vomiting or diarrhea.

•

Do not risk getting bitten by taking a bait away from your pet.

•

Confine your pet for a couple of days, and check the area for
more baits.

•

If your pet eats a bait, avoid pet’s saliva for 24 hours, and
wash skin or wounds that may have been licked.

For more information about the oral rabies baiting program, please
contact the Allegheny County Health Department at 412-687-2243.

WHAT IS HEIDELBERG, PENNSYLVANIA?
By: Kenneth LaSota, Mayor
HEIDELBERG IS:

Hospitable
Endearing
Invigorating
Delightful
Environmentally friendly
Livable
Business friendly
Engaging
Responsive
Giving
Tom Musgrove gets sworn in by Mayor Ken LaSota

Come and Visit and find out!

From the Office of
State Senator
Wayne Fontana
Please join me on
Saturday, September 26
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
South Side’s Riverfront
Park in Pittsburgh for the
Fifth Annual FontanaFest.
Located at the bottom of
18th Street at the river in
the South Side, the park is
a true jewel of the City.
If you have not attended before, FontanaFest
is a free, community-wide event for friends and
neighbors to gather and celebrate one of
Pittsburgh’s greatest resources our riverfront
parks. In its fifth year, FontanaFest is an event
that brings together neighbors, friends, and
family from the 42nd Senatorial District and
beyond to celebrate the very essence of
Pittsburgh. The day is full of activities on the
river, music and entertainment, children’s
activities, food, drink, and fun. Over 1,000
people attended last years event and enjoyed
the beautiful fall weather and had the
opportunity to check out the gorgeous view
from this city jewel. Attendees have the
chance to tackle a climbing wall, take a kayak
or canoe ride on the Monongahela, learn more
about their community organizations, hear
music, participate in a story time, make a craft,
have a burger or hot dog, win a door prize,
and enjoy the camaraderie. Past participants
have included the Pittsburgh Zoo and Aviary
with animals on display, and Home Depot and
the Art Cart that always keep attendees busy
with fun, hands-on activities. This year, there
will also be visits from the Pittsburgh Pirates
Parrot and other special guests.
No taxpayer money is spent in the running of
FontanaFest. It is entirely operated off of
donations, sponsors, and volunteers. If you
are interested in becoming involved in
FontanaFest as a sponsor or a volunteer
please visit www.senatorfontana.com. I look
forward to seeing you in September for another
great time at Pittsburgh’s beautiful South
Side’s Riverfront Park.

TAX COLLECTOR’S DESK
2009 CHARTIERS VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY TAXES WERE MAILED
THE FIRST WEEK OF JULY AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY NOW.
PLEASE CONTACT MY OFFICE IMMEDIATELY IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED YOUR
STATEMENT, AND BELIEVE IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN SENT TO YOUR RESIDENCE.
ALL STATEMENTS ARE MAILED TO THE ADDRESS OF RECORD (RESIDENCE OR
MORTGAGE COMPANY) AS PROVIDED BY ALLEGHENY COUNTY. EVERY EFFORT
IS MADE TO MAIL STATEMENTS TO THE PROPERTY OWNERS, BUT IF IT IS MAILED
INCORRECTLY, IT IS STILL THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PROPERTY OWNER TO
PAY THE TAXES ON TIME.
2009 CHARTIERS VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT REAL ESTATE TAX PAYMENT
SCHEDULE:
1. DUE AT DISCOUNT
2. DUE AT FACE
3. DUE AT PENALTY

7/1/2009 TO 8/31/2009
9/1/2009 TO 10/31/2009
AFTER 10/31/2009 A 10% PENALTY MUST
BE ADDED TO THE FACE AMOUNT.

INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS HAVE BEEN APPROVED AGAIN THIS YEAR AND
TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM, EACH PAYMENT MUST AMOUNT TO AT LEAST
1
⁄4 OF THE FACE AMOUNT AND SUBMITTED AS FOLLOWS:
1.
2.
3.
4.

FIRST PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO
SECOND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO
THIRD PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO
FINAL PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO

10/15/2009
12/15/2009
02/15/2010
04/15/2010

NO DISCOUNT IS PERMITTED IF YOU DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE INSTALLMENT PROGRAM.
ANY INSTALLMENT PAYMENT NOT RECEIVED ON TIME BASED ON THE DUE
DATES ESTABLISHED, MUST HAVE A 10% PENALTY ADDED TO THAT PAYMENT.
2008 PENNSYLVANIA PROPERTY TAX OR RENT REBATE PROGRAM
IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY FILED FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA REBATE, THE DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO DECEMBER 31, 2009.
ALL THREE OF YOUR 2008 PROPERTY TAXES (COUNTY, BOROUGH & SCHOOL)
MUST BE PAID TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM.
IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED YOUR 2008 BOOKLET OR IF YOU ARE FILING FOR
THE FIRST TIME, BOOKLETS CONTAINING THE NECESSARY FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN MY OFFICE, OR CAN BE OBTAINED FROM STATE REPRESENTATIVE NICK
KOTIK’S OFFICE IN CARNEGIE.
2009 HEIDELBERG BOROUGH PROPERTY TAXES REMINDER
2009 HEIDELBERG BOROUGH PROPERTY TAXES ARE NOW DUE AT FACE
THROUGH JULY 31, 2009.
STARTING AUGUST 1, 2009 A 10% PENALTY MUST BE ADDED TO THE FACE
AMOUNT ON ALL UNPAID BOROUGH TAXES.
SHOULD YOU HAVE A QUESTIONS ON ANY OF THESE TAXES OR RELATED
MATTERS PLEASE CONTACT MY OFFICE AT (412) 276-5413.
TED R. GAZDA, REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTOR
HEIDELBERG BOROUGH AND CHARTIERS VALLEY S D HEIDELBERG AREA

A MOMENT WITH THE MAYOR
I hope this newsletter finds everyone well. I would like to focus here
on one major topic, one that has caused quite a stir in the Borough
over the last few months, the loss of 75% of the sidewalk mailboxes
within the Borough:
First some background information on what happened to the
mailboxes: Prior to May 1st, Heidelberg had four sidewalk
mailboxes, including one in the 400 Block of First Street, the 1600
Block of East Railroad, the 1800 Block of Washington Street, and
the 1700 Block of Ellsworth Avenue. As of this Newsletter, the
Borough has only one! Heidelberg’s sole remaining sidewalk mailbox
is in the 1600 block of East Railroad Street, in front of the Borough
Building. In the middle of May, I had a discussion with Gary Kennedy,
a postal supervisor at the Green Tree Post Office, which oversees
mail delivery in Heidelberg, as to what had happened to our boxes.
I was informed that due to budgetary concerns, Heidelberg and many
other communities had hundreds of mailboxes removed. It seems
that a mail volume count was performed for every mailbox in the
Pittsburgh area and only those boxes with a specific volume were
kept. I told Mr. Kennedy that I understand the dynamics of the Post
Office’s budgetary concerns but I asked him if he would he agree
that in Heidelberg’s case, a 75% reduction in boxes seems a bit
excessive! He did not agree. Additionally, I asked Mr. Kennedy if he
was aware of Heidelberg’s unique geography which now presents a
challenge to Heidelbergundians compelled to utilize one mailbox. I
stressed to Mr. Kennedy that because Route 50 essentially bisects
Heidelberg in an east-west direction and that prior to May 1st, two
boxes were located west of Route 50 in western Heidelberg and two
east of Route 50 in eastern Heidelberg, and now with only a mailbox
on the eastern side of Route 50, Route 50 is now a barrier to residents
of western Heidelberg who are reluctant to cross to a major highway
to merely post a letter. He was not impressed by Heidelberg’s unique
geography. I left my meeting with Mr. Kennedy realizing that he could
not on his authority return the boxes regardless of how many
arguments or unique conditions I presented him.
Because mailboxes are under the purview of the Federal
Government, on June 8th, I wrote a letter to U.S. Congressman Tim
Murphy seeking his help to persuade the Post Office to reconsider
its removal of mailboxes from Heidelberg. I told the Congressman
that a simple solution would be to urge the Post Office to return one
mailbox to the western side of Heidelberg so that Heidelbergundians
on that side of town would be able to readily and easily post letters
without having to cross Route 50. I suggested that the Congressman
inform the Post Office that even if a single box were returned to the
western side of Heidelberg, the Borough would still only have 50%
boxes she had prior to May 1st, which seems like a just contribution
by the Borough to help ease the Post Office’s budgetary woes. I
offered to the Congressman that the return of a mailbox to First Street
would be the best received by my residents as it would again sit in
front of the Borough’s Fire Department. However, I also suggested
that if the Post Office would return any box to the western side of
Heidelberg, it would be greatly appreciated. Congressman Murphy’s
deliberations with the Post Office culminated in a written response
on June 29th by Charles P. McCreadie, District Manager of the Post
Office in Western Pennsylvania. Mr. McCreadie essentially said that
nothing could be done to return mailboxes due to the low volume of

mail put in them by Heidelberg residents. Unfortunately, it
appears that going forward we in Heidelberg are going to have
to get used to having only one mailbox in town. If you are as
angry about this as I am, please contact the Post Office’s
Consumer Affairs Department at 412-359-7845 and tell them
that losing 75% of our mailboxes is unacceptable. Tell the
Consumer Affairs Department to do what it can to get Heidelberg
some of its mailboxes back. Congressman Murphy to his credit
did what he could but perhaps if enough Heidelbergundians
make their feelings known to the Post Office things may change.
Well that is enough for now. Rebecca and I wish everyone well
and may God Bless.
Respectfully, submitted,
Kenneth A. LaSota, Ph.D.
Mayor, Borough of Heidelberg

Dog and other Animal Laws
Heidelberg residents are reminded that we need to control our
pets in order to continue to have a safe and healthy community.
When walking your pets, it is prohibited to allow your animal to
deposit waste and not pick up this waste on any private
properties or public grounds (streets, sidewalks, parks, etc.). If
you walk you pet and do not pick up after them, your actions
can be fined $100 per occurrence. In order to rectify this
problem, the Borough installed a pet station at the corner of
Ellsworth Avenue and Third Street, behind the community
message board. The pet station has bags to pick up your pet’s
waste while on your walk around the Borough. The pet station
is also a site to deposit the dog waste while on your walk.
Pet owners need also to be aware that your pet is prohibited
from “running at large.” When walking your pets or having the
pets off of your property they need to be on a leash.
Furthermore, Heidelberg Borough Code prohibits any dog, cat
or any other pet from creating a disturbance as result of barking,
howling or baying. If a pet is creating a nuisance in your
neighborhood, please report the issue to the Police Department
via the non-emergency number, 412-279-6911. If an animal
continues to be a nuisance, the owner can be fined $500 per
occurrence.
Lastly, pet owners are reminded that the Borough has its own
animal license program in addition to the County License. The
license fee is a one time fee of $5.00. Animal licenses
can be obtained at Tax Collector, Ted Gazda’s office. A
picture of the animal and a veterinarian’s certification
that the animal has been vaccinated against
rabies is required. Once given the Heidelberg
Borough Animal Tag, a picture and
contact information regarding your
pet is kept on file with the Police
Department and Tax Collector. This
makes returning a lost pet within
Heidelberg a lot easier and faster.

2009 Heidelberg Capital Projects
Update from the Borough Manager
The Borough Council and Mayor have slated a series of capital projects
to take place in the next couple of months in order to keep Heidelberg
a sustainable, safe, attractive and wonderful place to live and operate
a business from.
2009 Projects Underway:
Second Street Reconstruction: The Borough Council in June
awarded a $30,736.00 contract to East Coast Paving and Sealcoating
to reconstruct Second Street from West Railroad Street to Walnut
Street. This section of roadway is in extreme disrepair and required
full reconstruction. Before work was completed, the Borough contracted
out to have the sanitary sewer at Second Street and Cherry Way
reconstructed, thus preventing us from digging up a new street. Public
Works also rebuilt the storm sewer catch basins in this area as well.
Road work is estimated to start within the month.
Pavement Rejuvenator Year 3: As part of a three year contract with
Pavement Technology, Inc., the Borough will continue to apply
Pavement Rejuvenator to 18,777 square yards of recently reconstructed
streets in late summer. Areas to receive this work include: Hogan’s
Way, West Railroad Street, Second Street (Walnut to Ellsworth), Short
Street, Short Way, Ellsworth Ave. (First St. to Creek), Industry Way
(Jackson to 500 Industry), Cherry Lane (Hayes to Long) and Ellsworth
Avenue (Garfield to Lincoln). Pavement Rejuvenator is a preventive
maintenance product that seal coats the road, thus extending the life
of the road by an estimated additional five years.
ADA Curb Ramps: The Borough Council just recently awarded
contract to John Varrati Cement Contractor, Inc., for the ADA Sidewalk
Ramps with Truncated Domes project on Route 50 at the bid price of
$13,845 and is to be paid 100% by a CDBG grant received. This work
is phase 1 of a multi-year project and work is to take place at Collier
Avenue, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Streets along East Railroad Street (Rt. 50).
Work is estimated to start within the next month.
Grant Avenue Housing Developments: In conjunction with Allegheny
County, the Borough will continue our efforts to replenish the Borough’s
housing stock by constructing two new single family houses at the
corner of Grant Avenue and Hayes Street. The County with support of
the Borough purchased the lots a couple of months back and the
Borough Planning Commission has just recently approved the
subdivision of the property. Construction is anticipated to start by late
summer. For information about the sale of the homes, keep an eye to
the community message boards and website.
Sanitary Sewer Reconstruction Projects: Year 4 and 5 of the
Borough’s campaign to replace aging sections of sanitary sewer is
slated to begin very shortly. Year 4 work will include eight repairs,
being two on Collier Ave. in the area of Ellsworth Ave., four on Madison
Avenue and two on Walnut Street. Year 5’s work has yet to be decided
upon but is anticipated for late-fall. These two projects are budgeted
at $146,566 and paid from the Borough’s Sewer Fund.
East Railroad Street Scape Project: Work is progressing with the
Borough Council and Mayor’s efforts to revitalize East Railroad Street.
As you all are aware, Congressman Tim Murphy was able to secure
$2,400,000.00 for Heidelberg, Carnegie and Scott Township to
complete a joint-street scape effort between the three towns.

Heidelberg’s share of the project is in the area of $800,000.00. The
funds have been received and the Council has started the process of
selecting a design / engineering firm for the project. It is our goal to
have the design process started by the end of summer and complete
by winter with actual construction for this project to start in spring 2010.
The Borough continues to explore other grant funding areas to make
this project even larger and beneficial to the community.
This is just a highlight of the many wonderful things that are currently
underway within Heidelberg Borough. As always, should you have any
questions or concerns about anything going on within the Borough, do
not hesitate to call, visit or email the Borough Office.
Joe Kauer
Borough Manager

New Web Tool Allows Pennsylvanians to
Check Status of Property Tax/Rent Rebates
Eligible older adults and residents with disabilities can now check the
status of Property Tax/Rent Rebate applications online at
www.papropertytaxrelief.com.
“Our commitment to property tax relief is unwavering, and this new Web
tool enhances customer service for the older adults and people with
disabilities who rely on these annual checks,” Governor Edward G.
Rendell said, introducing the new tool in late April.
Six weeks after submitting a Property Tax/Rent Rebate application, the
applicant may visit www.papropertytaxrelief.com and check the status
of the rebate by entering his/her Social Security number, anticipated
rebate amount and birth date. Applicants may use the Web site to confirm claim status, rebate amount and the date a rebate is expected to
be mailed or direct-deposited. Rebate checks will begin being distributed to early applicants on July 1.
Through a similar automated phone service, Property Tax/Rent Rebate
applicants can check rebate status by calling, toll-free, 1-888-PATAXES.
The new online tool to check rebate status has the potential to reduce
administrative costs for the Revenue Department. The online service is
maintained at a minimal cost, while each toll-free phone call from taxpayers costs the department about 3.1 cents in phone charges, plus
costs associated with staffing.
The rebate program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and older;
widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities
age 18 and older. A 2006 program expansion increased the income
limit from $15,000 to $35,000 (which excludes half of Social Security
income) for homeowners and raises the maximum standard rebate for
both homeowners and renters from $500 to $650. The income limit for
renters is $15,000. The program expansion also provided for
supplemental property tax rebates of up to $325 ˆ on top of the standard
rebates ˆ to homeowners in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Scranton and
to those in other parts of the state who pay more than 15 percent of
income on property taxes.
Property Tax/Rent Rebate claim forms (PA-1000) and information are
available online at www.papropertytaxrelief.com and by calling 1-888222-9190. Forms and assistance also are available at Department of
Revenue district offices (listed in the government section of local telephone directories), local Area Agencies on Aging, senior centers and
state legislators‚ offices.

BOROUGH URGES USE OF KNOX BOX FOR
HEIDELBERG BUSINESSES
The Borough of Heidelberg encourages the use of a KNOX-BOX for our local
homeowners and businesses. This system provides the quickest and most secure
method of access to your property or building during an emergency. There are
many establishments in the Heidelberg area that are participants in the program.

HOW IT WORKS
It’s 2:00 a.m. The fire alarm in your building is ringing and the Heidelberg Police
and Fire Department’s responds. Rather than forcing entry through the door, the
Heidelberg Police open the KNOX-BOX, remove entrance keys, and immediately enter your facility to search
for the cause of the alarm. Thus, eliminating forced entry means no property damage and no replacement
costs for broken windows and forced doorframes or locks. It also means no flying glass to injure firefighters.
You arrive on site knowing that you or your representative did not have to get there before police and firefighters
could enter your building.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1.) What is a KNOX BOX system?
It’s a high-security box system, designed to give police and firefighters immediate access to locked
buildings, elevators, and other secured areas.
2.) Why install a KNOX BOX?
Installation of a KNOX BOX on your property will not only allow police and firefighters faster access
in case of an emergency, but will also prevent expensive forcible entry should emergency services
be required while the premises are unoccupied. Costly front doors and entryways needn’t be harmed
if entry keys are available on-site!
3.) How does the KNOX BOX system work?
Following your purchase of a KNOX BOX from the factory, you will mount it securely on the exterior
of your building; attractive recessed-mount models are available. All necessary access keys will be
locked inside by a representative of the police department; only the police department’s master key
can open the box. The KNOX BOX gives the police and fire departments a simple alternative to
expensive, time-consuming forcible entry. The generous interior capacity allows you to store
everything emergency personnel may require—keys, floor plans, electronic entry cards, and more—
in complete security until needed.
4.) How secure is a KNOX BOX system?
Security has always been a KNOX strong point. Designed for maximum protection, each virtually
indestructible box features a special high-security Medeco lock and key. This Medeco restricted
locking system guards against unauthorized key duplication. Keys aren’t even available to locksmiths
or lock distributors—only The KNOX Company can supply these keys! The Knox Box system offers
maximum security at every step. The Borough has an exclusive key code. All Knox Box stations in
Heidelberg are keyed alike—and only the Heidelberg Police Department has the master keys.
5.) Who can authorize a KNOX BOX system?
Strict security control is maintained by allowing only the Heidelberg Borough Manager to authorize
the purchase of each Knox Box. This is achieved by using a special authorization form which you
can obtain only from the Borough Office; the form must be signed by the Borough Manager whose
signature is on file at the factory. After verifying the signature, the Knox box is shipped directly to
you. Each Knox Box is shipped without keys, locked in an open position and ready for mounting.
6.) How is a KNOX BOX installed?
Each KNOX BOX is shipped with complete mounting instructions; however, the police department
will assist you in choosing a proper location for mounting. After installation is completed, the police
department will conduct an inspection of the installation and lock building keys inside the box. As
soon as building keys are locked inside the box, it is ready to provide immediate access to emergency
personnel— 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Heidelberg
DEMOCRATIC
COMMITTEE
November will soon be upon us
with another election. Please
remember to vote as this is one
of our rights. Anyone interested
in joining the local democratic
committee, please call Dolly
Kosol at 412-279-6481. It’s time
for new people to step up and
participate in the Borough and
the political process. Our
primary election turnout was very
low. Let’s hope for a larger voter
turnout for the November
election. If you need absentee
forms or registration forms,
please contact the Borough
office. Last day to register for the
Nov. Election is Oct. 5, 2009. Last
day for civilian
absentee ballot is
Oct.
2 7 ,
2009.

BOROUGH OF
HEIDELBERG
1631 East Railroad Street
Heidelberg, PA 15106
412-276-0363
Emergency: Dial 911
www.HeidelbergBorough.com
2009 BOROUGH OFFICIALS
Borough Council:
Raymond Losego, President
Al Kosol, Vice President
John Duda
Patrick Ferris
Robert DeBar
Officials:
Kenneth A. LaSota, Mayor
Joe Kauer, Borough Manager
Vernon Barkley, Chief of Police
Michael Kaleugher, Solicitor
Robert Koch, Building / Zoning
Official
Ted Gazda, Tax Collector
Mark Turnbull, Public Works
Supervisor
Richard Minstermann, Borough
Engineer

Borough Council Highlighted Actions
January – June 2009
Ordinances and Resolutions Adopted:
Ordinance No. 581, Police Pension Revisions and Restatement of the Plan under one
document.
Ordinance No. 582, Set 2009 millage rates at 8.5 mills for the fourth year in a row.
Ordinance No. 583, Directed and Authorized the Tax Collector to collect fees for providing
duplicate tax statements.
Resolution No. 01-2009 – Adopted the Borough’s Right-to-Know policy

2009 Heidelberg Borough Council

Resolution No. 02-2009 – Recognized the Heidelberg Centennial Committee for their efforts within the Borough.

Seated: Raymond Losego, President; Kenneth LaSota, Mayor;
Al Kosol, Vice President
Standing: Michael Kaluegher, Solicitor; Patrick Ferris, Councilman;
Robert DeBar, Councilman; John Duda, Councilman; Joe Kauer,
Borough Manager

Resolution No. 03-2009 – Authorized the participation in PENNDOT’s dotGrants program.
Resolution No. 04-2009 – Authorized the Borough Manager to file for a grant from PA
DCNR to construct restroom facilities at Heidelberg Park.
Resolution No. 05-2009 – Adopted the Borough’s Records Retention Policy.
Resolution No. 06-2009 – Declared certain sections of the Zoning Ordinance as invalid.
Resolution No. 07-2009 – Approved the acquisition and subsequent disposition of a piece
of vacant property through the County’s Vacant Property Recovery Program.
Various Motions (Full actions can be found in the minutes available online or in the
Borough Office):
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Created and Published 2009 Community Guide and Map
Continued Recycling Services through Greenstar while now paying for the fee through
the General Fund.
Reappointed Hosack, Specht, Muetzel and Wood as the Borough Auditors.
Reappointed Al Kosol to the Heidelberg Planning Commission
Reappointed Mayor LaSota to the SHACOG Board of Directors
Executed a Memorandum of Understanding with the THEO School regarding police
responses.
Authorized and Permitted the rental of the Heidelberg Park Pavilion
Contributed to the purchase of the lots at Grant and Hayes for the continuation of the
Borough’s Housing Stock Revitalization Project.
Donated $2,500 to the HVFD for payment 1 of 2 for 2009 – total aid to HVFD from the
Borough in 2009 = $27,358.48
Awarded a $30,736 contract to East Coast Paving for the reconstruction of Second
Street
Awarded a $13,845 contract to John Varrati Cement Contractor for ADA curb ramps
on Route 50 – note project was 100% paid from a grant received.
Reappointed both Lee Coughenour and David Morgan to the Zoning Hearing Board.
Adopted a policy that Borough emails, other forms of electronic transmissions and
tape records are transitory and subsequently created a policy for deleting such records.
Authorized various street closures, special police and public works overtime shifts,
and a special open container permit for the HVFD to conduct a street fair and parade.
Created the Heidelberg Business District Improvement Fund
Hired Mr. Benjamin Farrow as the 2009 DPW summer help employee.
Reappointed Ray Losego to the Heidelberg Civil Service Commission
Advertised and sought interested design and engineering firms for the Rt. 50 Street
Scape Project.
Adopted the Borough’s Utility Identity Theft Prevention Program as it relates to sewage billing
Authorized the installation of an Emergency Phone / Call Box in front of the Borough
Bldg.

Mayor LaSota Serves as
Reviewer of C.V. High School
Senior Class Projects
On May 29th, Mayor LaSota and nearly 50 other local
area business leaders, elected officials, and directors
of area non-profit organizations served as reviewers
of over 200 C.V. high school senior class final projects.
The senior project is a cap-stone exercise required
of all graduating seniors. In these projects, students
write a formal report outlining a project of interest and
perform hundreds of hours of work executing the tasks
contained in the project. The final element of the
project is a 15 minute formal presentation of the results
of the project to a panel of four to six area
professionals who critique the students‚ work. Most
often however, the panel members spend their time
enjoying and learning from the student presentations.

YOUR AD HERE
The Heidelberg Borough Council and Mayor
would like to make available to the businesses
and organizations in and around Heidelberg
the opportunity to place various ads in our
award winning community newsletter. Heidelberg Highlights is published quarterly and distributed to over 700 Heidelberg residences and
businesses. This ad is an inexpensive way to
gain business and additional publicity for your
establishment.
Space is available at $30 for a quarter page
and $60 for a half page. If interested in placing an ad, please contact the Borough Manager at 412-276-0363.

